MY YOUTH AND EARLY CAREER       n
his instruction in German, and in fact I have never learned
to speak that language. French, on the contrary, I learned
to speak early in life. In fact, I spoke it with niore ease
than Russian.
Simultaneously several instructors of the local classical
Gymnasium (secondary school preparing for the university)
were busy coaching us for the entrance examinations to that
school. We were finally admitted as non-matriculated stu-
dents to the fourth class (the course of instruction com-
prised seven classes or years), and we passed from one
class to another without examination. I was an extremely
poor student and, in fact, I played hookey most of the
time. The teachers indulged me partly out of considera-
tion for rny family and partly because they were not respon-
sible either for my instruction or behaviour. I was con-
sumed at that time by a passion for music and devoted most
of my time to practice and lessons in the local Conservatory.
Besides, both brother Boris and myself were enthusiastic
sportsmen. We rode a great deal on horseback and at the
instance of Uncle Rostislav we studied fencing. At the
final examinations I could hardly give a satisfactory answer
in any subject. Nevertheless, I received the Certificate of
Maturity, which entitles one to admission to the Univer-
sity. The certificate contained, however, a very low mark
for deportment. At that time I was coming seventeen.
The moment had now come when I was to bid farewell
to the place where I spent rny childhood and adolescence
and journey to some distant university town. I was enter-
ing upon a new period of existence. The impression which
tho^e years left upon my mind is one of great opulence and
freedom. To characterize our mode of living, it is enough
to point out that the family kept as many as eighty-four
domestic serfs. Needless to say that our house was the
meeting place of "society," including men like Metropolitan
Isidor, Exarch of Georgia, who used to dine with us.